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CHALLENGE SOLUTION RESULTS

SEVEN-STORY BUILDING, 80,000 SQ. FT.

▪ The Wolff Company

The owners of 4730 California, an 88-unit, seven-story apartment 

building, planned to retain the property long term—and that meant 

they wanted something with mid- to high-end design and low 

maintenance. Architects Weber Thompson and contractor Compass 

General Construction were recruited to accomplish this goal.

The building features a modern design with step backs ranging 

from 2 to 8 feet. The desire for low maintenance was one of the 

characteristics that drew the design team to Nichiha’s Illumination 

Series fiber cement panels, which are resistant to the elements, do 

not require painting, and carry a 50-year product warranty and 

15-year factory-applied finish warranty.

In addition, “We chose Nichiha because its thickness allowed us to 

meet our design intent for the building,” says Marc Furst, LEED-AP, 

associate and project designer with Weber Thompson in Seattle. 

Because Nichiha hadn’t been approved in the previous design, 

Furst had to obtain approval from the local Design Review Board 

prior to installation on 4730 California.

Illumination Series’ versatility also helped the design team achieve 

a key design goal. “We originally wanted the panels to have both 

vertical and horizontal alignment,” Furst says. Nichiha was able to 

provide the desired look with 10-foot custom-colored panels that 

could be installed both vertically and horizontally. Blocking was 

recommended for the vertical installation and was easily 

implemented. The result is a compelling façade with alternating 

colors that spark interest while blending with two different colors of 

metal paneling, brick and concrete. 

Close interaction from early design through 

construction with the project’s neighbors and 

community members ensured the project struck a 

balance between contributing lasting aesthetic value 

and not overwhelming nearby buildings. In the end, 

4730 California is a notable project that successfully 

meets the diverse objectives of its many 

stakeholders. 

The team sought to create an 
apartment building with high-end 
design and low maintenance, while 
at the same time creating visual 
interesting with alternating horizontal 
and vertical panels. 

With the help of a local Nichiha 
representative and creative thinking, 
the team selected 10-foot Nichiha 
Illumination Series Architectural Wall 
Panels, which not only offered the 
desired low maintenance, but also 
can be installed both horizontally 
and vertically.  

The seven-story, high-end apartment 
building contributes to the aesthetics 
of the community, with fiber cement 
blending with brick, metal, and glass, 
and with owners who will enjoy low 
maintenance for years to come.  

Compass General Construction

LA Olson Construction
Owner/Developer
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 “We chose Nichiha because 
its thickness allowed us to 
meet our design intent for 
the building”
Marc Furst, LEED-AP, Associate and Project 
Designer, Weber Thompson 

The owners of 4730 California, an 88-unit, seven-story apartment 

building, planned to retain the property long term—and that meant 

they wanted something with mid- to high-end design and low 

maintenance. Architects Weber Thompson and contractor Compass 

General Construction were recruited to accomplish this goal.

The building features a modern design with step backs ranging 

from 2 to 8 feet. The desire for low maintenance was one of the 

characteristics that drew the design team to Nichiha’s Illumination 

Series fiber cement panels, which are resistant to the elements, do 

not require painting, and carry a 50-year product warranty and 

15-year factory-applied finish warranty.

In addition, “We chose Nichiha because its thickness allowed us to 

meet our design intent for the building,” says Marc Furst, LEED-AP, 

associate and project designer with Weber Thompson in Seattle. 

Because Nichiha hadn’t been approved in the previous design, 

Furst had to obtain approval from the local Design Review Board 

prior to installation on 4730 California.

Illumination Series’ versatility also helped the design team achieve 

a key design goal. “We originally wanted the panels to have both 

vertical and horizontal alignment,” Furst says. Nichiha was able to 

provide the desired look with 10-foot custom-colored panels that 

could be installed both vertically and horizontally. Blocking was 

recommended for the vertical installation and was easily 

implemented. The result is a compelling façade with alternating 

colors that spark interest while blending with two different colors of 

metal paneling, brick and concrete. 

Close interaction from early design through 

construction with the project’s neighbors and 

community members ensured the project struck a 

balance between contributing lasting aesthetic value 

and not overwhelming nearby buildings. In the end, 

4730 California is a notable project that successfully 

meets the diverse objectives of its many 

stakeholders. 


